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PDO Expands Early Childhood Educator Apprenticeships 

BUILDING OPPORTUNITIES BY BREAKING 
DOWN BARRIERS. Pennsylvania’s Early Child-
hood Educator Apprenticeship Program aims 
to address early childhood education (ECE)
workforce shortages while addressing equity 
and access to high-quality early childhood for 
all families through a statewide registered 
apprenticeship system grounded in local and-
state partnerships.  

The PASSHE Professional Development Or-
ganization (PDO) is an ideal partner to meet 
this goal! With an overarching commitment 
to model honesty, kindness, a gentle spirit, 
and an unquestionable work ethic, the PDO-
sponsored apprenticeship opportunity will 
include regional apprenticeship coordinators 
who will develop partnerships between inter-
mediaries, employers, higher education, and 
community organizations to scale apprentice-
ship more strategically.  

Earning while learning is an apprenticeship advantage! 

PDO Bulletin 

Carlow University Advocates for Apprenticeships 

www.ecepdo.org to launch later this month! 

WITH A THEORY-TO-PRACTICE focus, the  
apprenticeship program at Carlow University 
has grown significantly  since its launch in 
2018. Carlow’s Early Childhood Apprentice-
ship HUB is led by Director Dr. Tammi McMil-
lan and Co-Director Sue Polojac, two long-
time early childhood professionals.  

What benefits has the PDO's apprenticeship 
program funding provided to Carlow and its 
student apprentices? 

PDO funding has afforded apprentices an op-
portunity to enroll in courses at little or no 
cost, thus overcoming a barrier often faced by 
many who provide early childhood education 
and care. Because of the PDO and other fund-
ing offered by state government, apprentices 
can focus on course completion, instead of 
worries about accruing large college debt.  

What degree programs will the PDO fund for 
apprentices through Carlow University? 

The PDO will fund an apprentice along their 
educational pathway, including those just 
starting their college career. Carlow supports 
students who complete  three courses (nine 
credits) to obtain a Child Development Associ-
ate (CDA) and sets them on a path to com-
plete a bachelor’s degree if they choose. 

How has Carlow University’s apprenticeship 
program grown? 

In 2019-2020, Carlow launched a pilot with 
apprentices from two early learning programs 
and 24 apprentices in total. At the start of the 
spring 2021 semester, Carlow has a total of 83 
apprentices from 34 early learning programs 
located in six counties— Allegheny, Beaver, 
Butler, Fayette, Washington, and West-
moreland. This far outpaces the original goal to 
enroll 40 apprentices for the entire 2020-2021 
academic year! All current courses are offered 
online; that is likely to change post-pandemic. 

Carlow’s apprenticeship program provides 24 credits of 
on-the-job training with dedicated faculty who foster 
relationship-building with students.  

APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM GOALS 

 Partnership development 

 Intermediary capacity building 

 Marketing and outreach 

 Employer recruitment 

 Higher education partner recruitment 

 Funding for apprentices 

The ECE Apprenticeship Program focuses on 
both the existing ECE workforce, as well as job 
seekers. Providing a seamless transfer of col-
lege credits from the Child Development Asso-
ciate credential (CDA) to Associates and Bache-
lors degrees, the apprenticeship program in-
cludes a commitment from employers to pro-
vide higher compensation to apprentices as 
their skills and knowledge increase. 

Stay tuned for much more information about 
this exciting opportunity! 
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There’s Still Time to Apply and  
Register for 2021 Classes! 

NOW IS THE TIME to plan and register for spring semester 
2021 early childhood education courses! PDO partner 
schools’ classes will begin very soon! 

Are you wondering about how to apply or what classes are 
for you? An ECE Liaison can guide you. If you haven’t applied 
for no-cost/low-cost tuition yet, CLICK HERE to get started. 

This project is supported by the Office of Child Development and Early Learning (OCDEL) of Pennsylvania’s Department of  

Human Services (DHS) and Pennsylvania’s Department of Education (PDE). For more information, visit dhs.pa.gov and education.pa.gov. 

Westmoreland County Community College Student Urges Action 

 PDO Student Tyquanna Ratcliffe is Going the Distance 

I CAN, SO I SHOULD. This has been the lifelong motto of ECE 
PDO Liaison Karen Lindbergh. A single mother of four grown 
children, Karen knows personally about the struggles associ-
ated with balancing family needs, work demands, and ad-
vancing her own education. Motivated by faith, family, a 
strong work ethic, and a can-do spirit, Karen understands 
firsthand the value of early childhood education and the  
importance of gaining credentials to increase both career- 
and income-earning opportunities. 

A long-time champion of young children, including those with 
special needs, Karen works tirelessly to encourage early child-
care workers to take advantage of PDO-sponsored education. 
“This PDO-funded educational experience will develop stu-
dents’ understanding of how children learn,” she says, 
noting that everyone wins. 

A proponent of apprenticeship opportunities that include 
mentoring by masters, Karen believes early childhood ap-
prenticeships are opportunities to both expand knowledge 
and develop collaborative skills needed to enhance lives. 
“Apprenticeships are opportunities to cultivate more suc-
cessful futures, where student-workers flourish and pass 
along a love of learning and apply their skills to benefit 
young children.”  

Recently, Karen helped a 74 year-old 
student enroll in her first Child Devel-
opment Associate credential (CDA) 
course, demonstrating that education 
has no age limitations. 

Karen Lindbergh wants to help pro-
spective or enrolled students on their 
journey to a better future through 
education. Reach her at  
karen.lindbergh@nwirelrc.org.  

ECE PDO Liaison Spotlight: Karen Lindbergh 
Eager to help students connect to learning opportunities 

STUDENT-WORKER-MOTHER Tyquanna Ratcliffe is mission-
focused on pursuing her Associate’s Degree in Early Child-
hood Education. Facing financial challenges that would other-
wise make higher education unaffordable, she recognizes the 

unique opportunity to earn a 
degree that is paid for by the 
PASSHE Professional Develop-
ment Organization (PDO). With 
one semester already under 
her belt at Westmoreland 
County Community College, 
Tyquanna is currently enrolled 
in three more courses and is 
fully engaged. 

A single mother of four-year-
old Jhana Lebbie, Tyquanna 
credits her daughter as a sig-
nificant source of inspiration. 
“She asked me why she was in 

school and her daddy was in school, but I wasn’t. That really 
moved me to take action.”  

Tyquanna says the coursework she’s taken has resulted in 
greater patience and understanding of behaviors that are 
age-appropriate for children. Working as a floating staff 
member at Each One Teach One Family Center in Greens-
burg, PA, Tyquanna interacts with children from six months 
of age to school-aged children.  

Determined to graduate in summer 2022, her academic 
pathway is planned out. Now, she’s keeping her eye on the 
prize with the support of her instructors. WCCC’s Dr. Brandi 
Weekley and Dr. Tammy McMillian [who also leads ECE Ap-
prenticeship Programs at Carlow University] are among the 
instructors who have been instrumental in motivating 
Tyquanna. “The instructors are fabulous. They motivate me 
to be my best,” she says.  

Pleased to know the tutor.com resource is available to her at 
no cost as a PDO-sponsored student, for instance, Tyquanna 
sees the success formula the PDO has created for students. 
“With this support system, there is no possible way I can fail 
at this. If you want it badly enough, the help is available to 
get you through. Go for it!,” she says. The PDO team wishes 
her and all students success, and encourages those consider-
ing this educational opportunity to follow Tyquanna’s advice. 

https://fms.center-school.org/fmi/webd/ECE_PDO

