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Inspiration—Pay it Forward at Thanksgiving 

passhepdo 

PDO Website Coming Soon! 

INSPIRATION IS A “SECRET SAUCE” that 
keeps us advancing when days are long, 
sleep is short, and demands on our sched-
ules are relentless. Most of us have been 
inspired by something we’ve read or a 
speaker we’ve heard. But enduring inspira-
tion typically comes from a role model who 
has fueled our confidence to can-do levels 
and lifted us when we have struggled.  

As we give thanks for our many blessings 
this November, let’s take collective stock of 
the role models who inspire us. Consider 
how we can be the role model that inspires 
someone else to achieve their goals — a 
child, a student, employee, coworker, 
friend, or family member.  

INSPIRE OTHERS BY … 

 Staying positive through mindful gratitude; 

 Being open to others, not just those who are 
like us and are easy to approach; 

 Admitting your own faults as the starting 
point to self-improvement; 

 Demonstrating that asking for help is not a 
sign of weakness but rather, can be the juice 
needed to reach for the next rung; 

 Being fully present so they know they have 
your attention and validation; 

 Helping them see possibilities ahead and 
keeping them accountable with support; and  

 Modeling honesty, kindness, a gentle spirit, 
and an unquestionable work ethic. 

The PASSHE PDO is inspired by the many successes our partner schools, students, and child-

care center directors have shared. We are reaching new milestones every month. Thank you! 

PASSHE PDO is thankful for you! 
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Partner Spotlight: Keystone College 

THE PASSHE PDO IS PLEASED TO PARTNER 
WITH KEYSTONE COLLEGE to advance early 
childhood education! Keystone, located in 
northeast Pennsylvania, is no newcomer to 
the CDA credential or advanced learning. 

Keystone’s VP of Institutional Advancement 
and Strategic Initiatives. Dr. Frances Langan 
said that in a pre-COVID environment, the 
college launched instructional cohorts on-
site at early childhood centers that were 
customized around teachers’ schedules to 
encourage participation and program com-
pletion. “That same type of flexibility still 
exists in an online COVID environment,” Dr. 
Langan adds, recognizing that online in-
struction requires creative approaches.  

Bilingual cohorts, materials, and translators 
have been especially helpful to those whose 
native language is Spanish, for instance. 
“While many individuals can speak and un-
derstand English, their learning is often im-
proved if instruction and materials are 
offered in their native language. Witnessing 
an instructor seamlessly go from one lan-
guage to another is an art,” Langan adds.  

“The PDO has been very helpful in providing 
resources to make these things happen. 
Needs emerge. Today, we’re working with 
greater diversity among children and those 
who care for and teach them. Technology 
itself is another language, which COVID has 
made very apparent,” Langan said. “The PDO 
has been instrumental in helping us to meet 
computer, technology, materials, and other 
student needs.” 

Dr. Langan has said that without a doubt, the 
PDO has helped Keystone to build student 
enrollment since the college partnered with 
the PDO last year. “We asked for funding for 
the needs we anticipated and have been able 
to enroll all cohorts we requested. It’s a win-
win all around!”  

Image is courtesy of Keystone College 

Keystone College credits 
the PDO’s efforts to 
meet the needs of indi-
vidual students with the  
college’s jump in CDA  
enrollments. This has 
included no-cost/low-
cost tuition, computers, 
internet service, books, 
and beyond.  

https://www.facebook.com/PASSHEPDO
https://www.facebook.com/PASSHEPDO


Working Student Shaunte Sloan-Ambush Offers Lessons that Last 
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It’s Time to Enroll and Register  
for 2021 Classes! 

NOW IS THE TIME to plan and register for  
winter semester 2021 CDA courses!  
PDO partner schools are lining up courses 
and students now.  

Are you wondering about how to apply or 
what classes are for you? An ECE Liaison 
can guide you. If you haven’t applied for  
no-cost/low-cost tuition yet, CLICK HERE to  
get started today or enter this URL into 
your browser: 
https://fms.center-school.org/fmi/webd/
ECE_PDO 

Any ECE Liaison listed on the previous page 
will help you! DON’T WAIT! 

Early childhood education working student Shaunte Sloan-Ambush 
offers lessons that last for children in her charge at Sunny Days Child Develop-
ment Center in Harrisburg. A mother of four, Shaunte understands ‘busy’ and 
the rewards that come from having goals and working toward them as she 
balances duties at home, work, and nears CDA class completion. 

“I see real-world application of what I have learned in CDA classes.  
I have a military background and am convinced children benefit from 
structure and knowing what is expected.  

The children learn life lessons from a very early age. It’s so important 
to shape their learning and behavior when they are young to help 
them develop strong, positive habits. I see real meaning from what I 
learn in class and how it applies to children in my care.” 

Shaunte is taking online PDO courses through Lock Haven University, where 
she is currently completing the Child Development and Brain Science course, 
and has taken Positive Behavior Supports for Young Children and Teacher as 
Leader classes. Next, she will take the CDA preparatory class, where she will 
compile her portfolio to demonstrate competency, take an exam, and be veri-
fied by the CDA Council. The PDO has provided Shaunte with a laptop and no-
cost tuition to help her advance her studies. The PDO will also cover the cost 
of the director’s credential, which is next on her self-improvement goal list.  

Shaunte Sloan-Ambush, pictured here with children from 
the Sunny Day Child Development Center in Harrisburg, 
expressed deep appreciation to the PDO and Wendy White-
sell, the ECE Liaison who helped her with her application, 
course selection , mapping out a pathway to her early 
childhood education future, and a “you-can-do-it” boost of 
confidence that has propelled her to succeed.. 

This project is supported by the Office of Child Development and Early Learning (OCDEL) of Pennsylvania’s Department of Human Services 

(DHS) and Pennsylvania’s Department of Education (PDE). For more information, visit dhs.pa.gov and education.pa.gov. 

PDO STUDENT STATS 
As of November 1, 2020 

1,400 total applicants 
945 students enrolled 

PDO ECE Liaison Spotlight: Wendy Whitesell 
How long have you been in early childhood education? 
“I started as a Head Start parent/teacher’s aid in the 1980s, completed the CDA, and 
eventually obtained a teaching certification. I next managed childcare and instructed ECE 
courses for 24 years, worked for the PA Department of Education’s Office of Childhood 
Development and Early Learning, and directed Early Intervention in Philadelphia. I have 
been with the PDO since February 2019. 

What is an important life lesson you’ve learned? 
I am grateful for the growth in my understanding of diverse 
families and their struggles, and how basic support can em-
power people. I have learned to appreciate different perspec-
tives; it has enriched my life and professional capacity.” 

Based on your experience, how can the PDO opportunity 
help students? 
“I financially struggled most of my adult life as a single 
mother with three children, living far from family. I had  
student loans and worked multiple jobs, while attending 
college, eventually earning a Master’s degree. The PDO’s  
no-strings-attached funding is an incredible opportunity; 
just take the classes and do your work without the worries 
of student debt! You will improve your life, your liveli-

hood, and possibilities for many children!” 

What would you tell someone considering enrollment in PDO-sponsored classes? 
“Take it seriously and continue to organize your time. THIS IS FOR YOU! Hang in 
there; breathe. You have an opportunity to fulfill yourself as you care for others.  
The PDO will support you with tuition and whatever else comes up. Reach out to us; 
we're here for you!” Reach ECE Liaison Wendy Whitesell at wjw86@lockhaven.edu. 

Calling the CDA a must-do opportunity for all early childcare workers 

https://fms.center-school.org/fmi/webd/ECE_PDO
https://fms.center-school.org/fmi/webd/ECE_PDO
https://fms.center-school.org/fmi/webd/ECE_PDO

